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Tucson Celebrates 27th International AIDS Candlelight Memorial
(Tucson, AZ)- On Sunday, May 16th, Tucson will be celebrating the 27th International AIDS Candlelight Memorial with over 1,200 other communities around the world.  This family-friendly event will be held at Himmel Park (near Speedway Boulevard and Tucson Boulevard) in the amphitheater area more commonly known as "Hippie Hill".  The public is invited to gather at 6:00PM to enjoy music, speakers, performances, the AIDS timeline, the AIDS Ribbon, and information tables prior to the lighting of candles at 7:30PM.

The purpose is to honor all those affected by the AIDS pandemic, as well as to educate about HIV/AIDS, influence local and national policy makers, and create community dialogue about HIV/AIDS prevention, care, and treatment.

Again this year, the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial is organized by a grassroots group of community supporters and hosted by several local nonprofit organizations.  AIDS Ribbon Tucson, BePositive Tucson, The City of Tucson's Human Relations Commission, Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation (SAAF), Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN), the Volunteer Center of Southern Arizona, Wingspan, and many concerned individuals are supporting the efforts of the planning committee and providing resources and volunteers.  Organizations and individuals are invited to join us in supporting those touched by HIV and AIDS.

The International AIDS Candlelight Memorial ( http://www.candlelightmemorial.org ), a program of the Global Health Council, is one of the oldest and largest grassroots mobilization campaigns for HIV/AIDS awareness in the world.  Started in 1983, the Candlelight Memorial takes place every third Sunday in May and is led by a coalition of some 1,200 community organizations in 115 countries which host local memorials to honor the lost, support survivors, and raise social consciousness about the disease.  With 33 million people living with HIV today, the Candlelight continues to serve as an important intervention for global solidarity, breaking down barriers, and giving hope to new generations.

Each year SAAF provides services to nearly 1,200 people and delivers targeted prevention outreach and education programs to over 20,000 people who are at risk for infection.  For more information about the programs and services of the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation (SAAF) or to schedule a tour of SAAF, please visit www.saaf.org or call (520) 628-7223.

SAAF’s mission is to create and sustain a healthier community through a compassionate, comprehensive response to HIV/AIDS.  
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